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The MLDS Center
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The MLDS Data
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Record Linkage
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Collaborative Engagement with 
Stakeholders
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Partnership with the University of 
Maryland

The MLDS research branch conducts 
advanced  statistical analyses and policy 
evaluation to provide actionable 
information for policy and practice.



Maryland’s 2013 CCRCCA
• College and Career Readiness and College 

Completion Act of 2013 (Senate Bill 740)
– Encourages dual enrollment, where high school 

students enroll in college courses
– Special incentives for low-income students
– Dual enrollment has increased in Maryland in 

recent years (Henneberger et al., 2016)



Causal Evaluation to Inform Policy
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Causal Evaluation to Inform Policy

Note. DE = dual enrollment. * p < .05 



Heterogeneity of Effects
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Policy Implications
• Incentivize dual enrollment in high school
• Particularly for under-represented students, who 

benefit the most
– Low income
– Black
– Hispanic 

• Heterogeneity does not seem to transfer to degree 
earning– provide additional supports for persistence to 
degree for under-represented students

• Focus on 2-year college enrollment, with the goal of 
transfer to 4-year 



Dissemination

https://mldscenter.maryland.gov/



Dissemination: Maryland General 
Assembly



Dissemination: The Public
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Dissemination: Research



Dissemination: Academic



Dissemination: Synthetic Data



Additional Projects

• Request from Senator Bill Ferguson to 
examine the relation between student 
and school-level poverty and long-
term outcomes to inform education 
funding formulas. 

• Request from the Kirwan Commission 
to examine the role of teacher 
characteristics on student outcomes.  
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